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Introduction 


India is a land rich with ancient culture and art. Madhubani Painting from Bihar is one among those cherished 
crafts of India, practiced for ages, found mostly in the state’s Mithila region. Madhubani is a unique style of paint- 
ing characterized by geometrical patterns and natural dark hues. Though its name translates to ‘Forest of Honey’, 
the art holds religious importance due to its depiction of Hindu god Krishna and Ramayan episodes. Women from 
the area decorate their house walls and doors with Madhubani painting on special occasions of birth, marriage, 
festivals like Holi, Surya Shasti, Upanayana, Durga puja, etc. The ritual is believed to please God, hence bring in 
peace and prosperity. 


The unique visual art holds five distinctive variations in its pattern, popularly known as Bharni, Katchni, Tantrik, 
Godna, and Kohbar. The characteristic that makes Madhubani painting stand out from others is its use of natural 
colours extracted from items like turmeric for yellow, indigo for blue, Kusum flower for crimson, rose for red, lime 
for green, etc. These colours are then mixed with a paste of cow dung and mud to have a better texture. Nowa- 
days, inspirations from Madhubani art can be found in clothing like sarees, dupattas, salwar suits, etc. And it is 
also being created on paper, canvas, wall hangings, and more. 


The origin of this art traces back to the Ramayana era. It is believed that King Janaka invited many artists to 
adorn the kingdom with this decorative art on the occasion of daughter Sita’s marriage. Until 1930, anyone out- 
side the Mithila region hardly knew about this style. Later in 1934, when Bihar suffered a significant earthquake, 
William G. Archer, a British Officer, got to find the art on the area’s damaged walls, thus encouraging and reviving 
it. By the late 1970s, the art had caught international and national attention, and the artists were flooded with or- 
ders from art dealers. Internationally, Japan valued the art the most; people of Japan are very familiar with India’s 
Madhubani painting and hence have set up The ‘Mithila Museum’, in Tokamachi hills of Japan to treasure 15,000 
rare Madhubani paintings. The paintings are widely regarded and respected in other parts of the world as well. 


Sita Devi, Jagdamba Devi, and Bharati Dayal are India’s most renowned Madhubani artists, all holding various 
India’s prestigious awards. Bharati Devi’s works can be found on the Ministry of External Affairs interiors, Minis- 
try of Commerce, US Embassy, Norway’s Museum of Eminence, to name a few. Many non-profit organizations are 
dedicated to preserving this art across the country, mainly from the cities of Bengaluru, Delhi, and Bihar. They 
work with Madhubani artists to promote and support their skills. 
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Mrs. Vidhushini Prasad, a well-known Madhubani 
painter. 


Using a Nib pen dipped in black paint, the artisan Colours are being added to the preferred space. 
drawing the preferred designs. 
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Yellow colour being painted on the feathers of the bird. 
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A finished painting is depicting the beauty 
and its vivid colours. 


i) 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - 


Design Resource Tools and Raw Materials 
Madhubani Painting - 
Benga uru The following are the tools and raw materials used for Madhubani Painting: 


A regional painting on nature and mythology 
by 
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Hariharasudan T. 


* Handmade Paper or Canvas Cloth: It is the basic material used for painting. 


¢ Pencil: It is used to draw a rough outline for the painting. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru + Nib Pen: It is used to dip into black acrylic colour and sketch on the outline drawn 
by the pencil. 
¢ Acrylic Colours: It is used to paint on handmade paper or canvas cloth. 
Source: 


https://www.dsource.in/resource/madhubani- 


oi ; ¢ Paintbrush: It is used to paint with different colours over the sketch. 
painting-bengaluru/tools-and-raw-materials 


¢ Paint Pallet: It is used to mix paints to a required density for painting. 


1. Introduction * Cloth Piece: It is used to wipe extra colour from the brush. 
2. Tools and Raw Materials 


3. Making Process 
4. Products 
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Flow Chart: 


06 - A Madhubani painting is being painted 
as per the artist’s creativity by following 


the traditional theme with viberant colors. Of =A. liane payee sa used fot Madknbans painting. 


02 - A pencil is used to draw 
a rough design on the 
hand paper. 


05 - A brush which is around 
one or two in size is used 
for painting. 


03 - A nib is being dipped in 
black acrylic color and used 
to sketch the outline of the 
design. 


04 - Multiple acrylic colors 
are used to paint Madhubani 
painting, the most traditionally 
used colors are yellow, green, 
blue, black, orange, pink brown 
and red. 
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Handmade paper is a great kind of paper that has an A Drawing board is used as a support for placing the 
antique texture. drawing sheet. 
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Artisan prefers to use acrylic colours for brilliant results. Paint Pallet is essential for mixing the colours and 
getting the right consistency of the paint. 


2. Tools and Raw Materials 
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Making Process 


Artisan picks a handmade paper and draws the border for an intended design with a pencil. Once a rough sketch 
is made, a nib pen dipped in black acrylic paint is used to give border again over the pencil work, as highlight- 

ing borders is one of the important stages in Madhubani paintings. Then using vibrant colours, illustrations of 
natural elements bonded to human lives are drawn. These elements include trees, fruits, flowers, peacocks, rivers, 
fishes, etc. According to the scriptures, these elements hold symbolical meaning. Like for example, fish stands for 
fertility and good luck while peacock for love and affection. Branches, stems, and waves are being sketched later 
to fill the gaps that will give an extra charm to the work undertaken. The standard colours used here are yellow, 
red, orange, blue, green, black, pink, and brown. A Madhubani painting is always painted as per an artist's creativ- 
ity; hence it may differ from one another but allows the flow of each person's unique zeal into the art. Paintings 
with these features framed at houses are believed to elevate the decor’s folk appeal. 


Flow Chart: 


1. A handmade paper is used for 
Madhubani painting. 


2. A rough sketch is made using a pencil. 


3. Natural elements like flowers, birds, sun, 
moon, animals, etc., are used in sketching. 


4. Initially, borders are drawn on all sides. 
Usually, double-line borders are 
used in such paintings. 


p 
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5. Anib pen is used for drawing outlines. 


6. Motifs are filled with paints using a brush. 
No shading effect is used in this painting. 


7. Empty spaces are filled with geometrical 
and floral patterns. 


8. Red, orange, yellow, green, and black are 
the main colours used for painting. 


9. Once the painting is done, it is framed 
and ready for sale. 
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Artisan using a Nib pen for drawing. 
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Artisan carefully painting the figures within the outline. Applying yellow acrylic colour to the feathers. 
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Natural brown paint is being painted onthe branches _— Artisan painting red to the borders of the illustration 
of the tree. using a liner brush. 
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Artisan using Moss Green to paint the pond. A completed work of Madhubani painting on display. 


D’source 


14 
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsou ein 
Design Resource —— Products 
Madhubani Painting - 
Bengaluru When done on handmade paper, the minimum size of the Madhubani painting ranges between 3-by-3 inches to 


a maximum of 22-by-30 inches. On a canvas cloth, the minimum size would be two-by-three feet and the maxi- 
mum five-by-nine feet, differing upon the requirement of the client. The products comprise Madhubani paintings, 
by ; ; : paper journals, photo albums, greeting cards, photo frames, key holders, bags, iPad covers, home decors, etc. In 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Kiran Raj and comparison, their price range falls between 700 INR and 3000 INR. 
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Madhubani paintings are done on the cover page ofa _ =A painting done with minimalistic colours. 
diary. 
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Beautiful drawings of fishes in a river, drawn in A contemporary painting of a peacock, drawn in 
Madhubani art form. Madhubani art form. 
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This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral, Kiran Raj and Hariharasudan T. at 
Bengaluru NID, Bengaluru. 


A regional painting on nature and mythology 


by You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Kiran Raj and 
Hariharasudan T. You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 
Key Contacts: 
Mrs. Vidhushini Prasad, Senior Artist 
Madhubani Arts India 


Source: ; Yelahanka, Bengaluru 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/madhubani- Phone: 080 65690020 
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Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 
1. Introduction Project e-kalpa 


2. Tools and Raw Materials R & D Campus 
National Institute of Design 


3. Making Process #12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
4. Products Bengaluru 560 022 
5. Video India 


6. Contact Details 
Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 


Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


